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Preferred Plant List 

 

      As a certified Arboretum we, at Illinois State University, continue to strive towards a 

goal of providing a diversified group of trees and shrubs on our campus.  Specific plant 

species are chosen for their hardiness to this region, growth habits, and interesting 

characteristics.   This diversification in plant material allows us to meet one of the main 

objectives of the Fell Arboretum- the creation of a complete, living laboratory for 

instructors, students and visitors.  The addition of any plant species, onto the campus of 

Illinois State University, should be done with this objective in mind.  

 

Listed below are the primary plants that should be considered when designing campus landscape 

improvements: 

 

White Fir/ Abies concolor 

 

Red Maple Group (Acer rubrum spp.) 

Species Red Maple / A. rubrum 

October Glory Red Maple / A. rubrum ‘October Glory’ 

Red Sunset Maple / A. rubrum ‘Red Sunset’ 

Autumn Flame Maple / A. rubrum ‘Autumn Flame’ 

Brandywine / A. rubrum ‘Brandywine’ 

Burgundy Belle / A. rubrum ‘Burgundy Belle’ 

Karpick / A. rubrum ‘Karpick’ 

 

 

Sugar Maple Group (Acer saccharum spp.) 

Species Sugar Maple / A. saccharum 

Green Mountain Sugar Maple / A. saccharum ‘Green Mountain’ 

Fall Fiesta / A. saccharum ‘Fall Fiesta’ 

Commemoration Maple / A. saccharum ‘Commemoration’ 

Majesty / A. saccharum ‘Majesty’ 

 

Norway Maple Group (Acer plantanoides spp.) 

 Emerald Lustre / A. platanoides ‘Emerald Lustre’ 

 Emerald Queen / A. platanoides ‘Emerald Queen’ 

 Millers Superform / A. platanoides ‘Superform’ 

 Royal Red / A. platanoides ‘Royal Red’ 

 

 

Other Maples (Acer spp.) 

Hedge Maple / A. campestre 

Paperback Maple / A. griseum 

Trident Maple / A. buergeranum 

Japanese Maple / A. palmatum varieties 

Tatarian Maple / A. tataricum 

 

Buckeye Group (Aesculus) 

 Bottlebrush buckeye / A. parviflora  (natural settings) 

 

Serviceberry Group (Amelanchier spp.) 

Serviceberry / A. canadensis 

Autumn Brilliance Serviceberry/ A. x grandiflora ‘Autumn Brilliance’ 

Ballerina / A.x grandiflora ‘Ballerina’ 

Cumulus / A. x laevis ‘Cumulus’(use where lateral branching is restricted) 

Robin Hill / A. x grandiflora ‘Robin Hill’(tree form) 

 

 



 

 

 

     

 

 

Pawpaw (Asimina triloba) 

 

Birch Group (Betula spp.) 

Species River Birch / B. nigra 

Heritage River Birch / B. nigra ‘Heritage’ 

Gray Birch/B. populifolia 

 

Hornbeam Group (Carpinus spp.) 

American Hornbeam / C. caroliniana 

European Hornbeam / C. betulus (and weeping or columnar varieties – ‘pendula’ or ‘fastigiata’) 

Hop Hornbeam/ Ostrya virginiana 

 

Hickory Group (Carya spp.) 

              Shagbark Hickory/ C. ovata 

              Shellbark Hickory/ C. laciniosa 

              Mockernut Hickory/ C. tormentosa 

              Yellowbud (Bitternut) Hickory/C. cordiformis 

 

Catalpa (Catalpa speciosa) 

 

Katsura Tree (Cercidiphyllum japonica) 

 

Redbud Group (Cercis spp.)  

Species Redbud / C. canadensis 

Forest Pansy Redbud / C. canadensis ‘Forest Pansy’ ( Tree form or multi-stemmed) 

White Redbud / C. canadensis ‘alba’ 

Oklahoma / C. Canadensis ‘Oklahoma’ 

 

 

White Fringe Tree (Chionanthus viginicus) 

 

American Yellow-wood (Cladrastis lutea) 

 

Dogwood Group (Cornus spp.) 

Species Flowering Dogwood / C. florida 

Cherokee Princess Dogwood / C. florida ‘Cherokee Princess’ 

Cherokee Brave Dogwwod / C. florida ‘Cherokee Brave’ 

Cloud 9 Dogwood / C. florida ‘Cloud 9’ 

Kousa Dogwood / C. kousa 

Pagoda Dogwood/C. alternifolia 

Cornus mas 

 

 

Turkish Filbert (Corylus colurna) 

 

Hawthorne Group (Crataegus spp.) 

Washington Hawthorne / C. phaenopyrum 

Lavalle Hawthorne / C. x lavallei 

Thornless Cockspur Hawthorne / Crataegus crusgalli inermis 

 

 

Common Persimmon/ Disopyros virginiana (natural or park settings) 

 

Beech Group (Fagus spp.) 

 American Beech / F. grandifolia 



European Beech / F. sylvatica 

Atropunicea (‘Purpurea’) / F. sylvatica ‘Atropunicea’ 

Riversii / F. sylvatica ‘Riversii’ 

Rohanii / F. sylvatica ‘Rohanii’ 

 

 

 

Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba – male trees only) 

 Autumn Gold / G. biloba ‘Autumn Gold’ 

 

Kentucky Coffee Tree (Gymnocladus dioicus) 

 

Carolina Silverbell (Halesia carolina) 

 

Witchhazel Group (Hamamelis spp.) 

Common Witchhazel / H. virginiana 

Vernal Witchhazel / H. vernalis 

Arnold Promise / H. intermedia ‘Arnold Promise’ 

Diane / H. intermedia ‘Diane’ 

 

 

Butternut/ Juglans cinerea 

 

European Larch/ Larix deciduas 

 

Tulip tree (Liriodendron tulipifera) 

 

Magnolia Group (Magnolia spp.) 

Cucumber Magnolia / M. acuminata 

Saucer Magnolia / M. soulangeana 

Star Magnolia / M. stellata 

Sweetbay Magnolia / M. virginiana 

 

Crabapple Group (Malus spp.)  

 These are the crabapples preferred for good to excellent disease resistance or persistant fruit: 

 ‘Coralburst’ 

 ‘David’ 

 ‘Donald Wyman’ (persistant fruit) 

 ‘Firebird’ (persistant fruit) 

 ‘Golden Raindrops’ 

 ‘Harvest Gold’ (persistant fruit into spring) 

 ‘Lollipop’  

 ‘Lousa’ 

 ‘Prairie Fire’  

 ‘Molten Lava’ 

 ‘Pink princess’ 

 ‘Purple Prince’ 

 ‘Red Jewel’(persistant fruit) 

 ‘Sargent’ 

 ‘Strawberry Parfait’ 

 ‘Sugar Tyme’(persistant fruit) 

 ‘Tina’  

 

 

 

Dawn Redwood (Metasequoia glyptostroboides) 

 

Black Gum (Nyssa sylvatica) 

Water Tupelo/ Nyssa aquatica 

                   

Spruce Group (Picea spp.) 



 Norway Spruce / P. abies 

 White Spruce / P. glauca 

 Colorado Blue Spruce / P. pungens 

 Fat Albert / P. pungens ‘Fat Alber” 

 Hoopsii / P. pungens ‘Hoopsii’ 

 Serbian Spruce / P. omorika 

 

Pine Group (Pinus spp.) 

Japanese Black Pine / P. thunbergi 

Eastern White Pine / P. strobus 

Lacebark Pine/ P.bungeana 

Limber Pine/ P. flexilis 

Red Pine/ P. resinosa 

Shortleaf Pine/ P. echinata 

 

London Plane Tree (Platanus x acerifolia ‘Bloodgood’) 

 

Sargent Cherry (Prunus sargentii) 

 Accolade / P. sargentii x P. subhirtella ‘Accolade” 

 

Japanes Flowering Cherry (Prunus serrulata) 

 Kwanzan / P. serrulata ‘Kwanzan’ 

 

Flowering Pear (Pyrus calleryana) 

 Aristocrat / P. calleryana ‘Aristocrat’ 

 New Bradford / P. calleryana ‘New Bradford’ 

 

 

Douglas Fir (Pseudostuga taxifolia) 

 

Oak Group (Quercus spp.) 

 Sawtooth Oak / Q. acutissima 

Swamp White Oak / Q. bicolor 

White Oak / Q. alba 

Bur Oak / Q. macrocarpa 

Scarlet Oak / Q. coccinea 

Chinquapin Oak / Q. muhlenbergii 

Northern Red Oak / Q. borealis (rubra) 

Red Oak/ Q. rubra 

Post Oak/ Q. stellata 

Black Oak/ Q. velutina 

Shingle Oak / Q. imbricaria 

Shumard Oak/ Q. shumardii 

English Oak / Q. robur 

Skyrocket / Q. robur ‘Skyrocket’ 

 

Japanese Pagoda Tree (Sophora japonica) 

 

Japanese Tree Lilac (Syringa reticulata) 

 Ivory Silk / S. reticulate ‘Ivory Silk’ 

 

Pekin Lilac (Syringa pekinensis) 

 Summer Charm / S. pekinensis ‘Summer Charm’ 

 

 

Bald Cypress (Taxodium distichum) 

 

 

 

 

 



Linden Group (Tilia spp.) 

American Linden / Tilia americana 

 Legend Linden / T. Americana ‘Legend’ 

 Redmond Linden / T. Americana ‘Redmond’ 

  

Littleleaf Linden / Tilia cordata 

 Corinthian Linden / T. cordata ‘Corinthian’ 

 Glenleven Linden / T. cordata  ‘Glenleven’ 

 Greenspire Linden / T. cordata ‘Greenspire’ 

 

Silver Linden (Tilia tomentosa) 

 Green Mountain / T. tomentosa ‘Green Mountain’ 

 Sterling Silver / T. tomentosa ‘Sterling Silver’  

 

Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) 

 

 

Lacebark Elm (Ulmus parvifolia) 

Elm/ Ulmus seratina 

Other Ulmus hybrids  

 

 

Sassafras / Sassafras albidium (natural setting) 

Red Sassafras/ S. albidum var. molle 
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Shrubs 

 

 

 

 

 

False Indigo/ Amorpha fruticosa 

 

Red Chokeberry / Aronia arbutifolia 

‘Brilliantissima’ 

 

Black Chokeberry / Aronia melancarpa 

 

Barberry /Berbis thunbergii 

‘Crimson Pygmy’ 

‘Rose Glow’ 

 

Boxwood / var. koreana x B. sempervirens 

‘Green Velvet’ 

‘Green Mountain’ 

 

Carolina Allspice / Calycanthus floridus 

 

New Jersey Tea/ Ceanothus americanus 

 

Buttonbush/ Cephalanthus occidentallis, or var. pubescens 

 

Clethra 

Clethra alnifolia “Hummingbird” 

 

American Filber/ Corylus Americana 

 

Winged Euonymus / Euonymus alatus 

‘Compactus’ 

‘Rudy Haag’ 

 

 

Fothergilla/ Fothergilla gardenia 

‘Blue Mist’ 

‘Mount Airy’ 

 

Fothergilla major 

 

 

Hydrangea Group 

Hydrangea quercifolia ‘Pee Wee’ 

Hydarngea quercifolia ‘Snow Queen’ 

Hydrangea arborescens “Annabelle” 

Hydrangea  paniculata ‘Tardiva’ 

Hydrangea ‘Endless Summer’ 

Hydrangea ‘Limelight’ 

Hydrangea ‘Pink Diamond’ 

 

Hollies/ Ilex spp. 

Meserver Hybrids 

‘Blue girl’ 

‘Blue Boy’ 

‘China Girl’ 

‘China Boy’ 

 



Common Winterberry / Ilex verticullata 

Red Sprite Winterberry Holly 

 

Virginia Sweetspire / Itea virginica 

‘Henry’s Garnet’ 

‘Little Henry’ 

 

European Privet / Ligustrum vulgare 

‘Cheyenne’ 

 

Spicebush/ Lindera benzoin 

 

Sweet Mockorange / Philadelphus coronius 

‘Buckley’s Quill’ 

 

Purple Leaf Sandcherry / Prunus x cistena 

 

Fragrant Sumac / Rhus aromatica 

‘Gro-low’ 

 

Alpine Currant / Ribes alpinum 

‘Green Mound’ 

 

Pussywillow/ Salix discolor 

Silky Willow/ Salix sericea 

 

False Spirea / Sorbaria sorbifolia (slopes and natural settings tends to sucker) 

 

Manchurian Lilac 

‘Miss Kim’ lilac 

 

Spirea 

 

Bladdernut/ Staphylea trifolia 

 

Sumac 

 

Japanese yew / Taxus cuspidata 

‘Capitata’ 

‘Densa’ 

 

Anglojap yew / Taxus x media 

‘Brownii’ 

‘Densiformis’ 

‘Everlow’ 

 

Eastern Arborvitae / Thuja occidentalis 

‘Emerald’ 

‘Holmstrup’ 

‘Little Gem’ 

‘Nigra’ 

‘Techny’ 

 

 

Farkleberry/ Vaccinium arboreum 

 

Burkwood Viburnum / Viburnum x burkwoodii 

‘Mohawk ‘ 

 

Koreanspice Viburnum / Viburnum carlesii 

‘Cayuga’ 



‘Compactum’ 

 

Judd Viburnum / Viburnum x Juddii 

 

Arrowood Viburnum / Viburnum dentatum 

 

Wright Viburnum / Viburnum wrightii 

 

Wayfaringtree Viburnum / Viburnum lantana 

‘Mohican’ 

 

European Cranberry Bush / Viburnum opulus 

‘Compactum’ 

 

 

 

Doublefile Viburnum / Viburnum plicatum var. tomentosum 

‘Mariesii’ 

‘Shasta’ 

 

Blackhaw Viburnum / Viburnum prunifolium 

 

American Cranberry Bush / Viburnum trilobum 

‘Compactum’ 

 

Weigela 

‘Midnight wine’ 

‘French lace’ 

‘Minuet’ 

‘Red Prince’ 

‘Wine and Roses’ 

 

Additional Shrubs : 

Common Lilac 

Rose of Sharon 

Daphne x burkwoodii ‘Carol Mackie’ 

Rhododendrons 

Azaleas 

Globe Blue Spruce 

Mugo Pine 

Birds nest Spruce 

Dwarf Alberta Spruce 

Compactum White Pine 

Roses 

 Carefree series 

 Knockout series  

 

Groundcovers 

Ajuga reptans 

‘Burgundy Slow’ 

 

Ceratostigma plumbaginoides 

 

Geranium sanguineum 

 

Gypsophilia repens 

Creeping Baby’s Breath 

 

Hedera helix 

English Ivy 

 



Hydrangea anomala spp. Petiolaris 

Climbing Hydrangeas 

 

Liriope muscari  

Lily Turf 

 

Lysimachia nummularia 

Creeping Jenny 

 

Pachysandra terminalis 

 

Parthenocissus quinquefolia 

Virginia Creeper 

 

Parthenocissus tricuspidata 

Boston Ivy 

 

Sedum species 

 

Stephanandra incisa ‘Crispa’ 

 

Vinca minor 

 

Waldsteinia ternata 

Barren Strawberry 

 

Additional Groundcovers and vines 

 

Sweet Autumn Clematis 

Blue Moon Wisteria 

 

 

 

 

 


